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OBITUARY. 

We regret to announce the death of Brinton Coxe, 
President of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, which 

took place on the morning of September 15, 1892, at Drif 

ton, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. Mr. Coxe was elected 

a member of the Society May 14,1855, and its President in 

1884. He was also a trustee of the Publication, the Binding, 
the Library, the Gilpin, and the Endowment Funds. 

At a special meeting of the Council of the Society, held 

on Friday, September 16, the following minute was adopted 
and ordered to be entered on the records of the Society : 

The Council of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

having heard of the death of their friend, Brinton Coxe, 

Esq., President of the Society, cannot withhold an expression 
of their sense of the great loss which the Society has sus 

tained by his death. While they desire to show their grateful 

appreciation of his labors as President of the Society, they 
wish to tender to his family their sincere sympathy. 

This is not the occasion on which any adequate account 
can be given of what the Society and historical studies in 

this community owe to Mr. Coxe's example and encourage 
ment. Elected President in 1884, he gave all the force and 

energy of his character which his feeble health enabled him 

to exert to the development of the plans of the Society, and 

to the enlargement of its usefulness. His heart was always 
in his work here, and a great cause of regret with him 

always was that his strength did not permit him to perform 
the task which he had laid out for himself. 

Mr. Coxe had some peculiar qualifications for the office he 

held. He was a man of broad views, of logical mind, with 
a taste for economical studies, for history, and for the princi 

ples of general jurisprudence. He inherited these traits from 
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his father, the late Judge Coxe, and from his grandfather, 
Tench Coxe, one of the most conspicuous political econo 

mists in the early history of the nation. These tastes were 

stimulated by his early studies, and his views were matured, 

during several years passed in Germany, by the study of 

history and of general jurisprudence and of the Roman and 

the canon law. Such studies formed the main pursuit of 

his life in later years, and they are the basis of an important 
and voluminous work on the history and jurisprudence of 

the American Constitution, which, unfortunately, his death 

leaves unfinished. 

While this work was his chief occupation, he did all that 

lay in his power to encourage the Society to embark upon 
the large field of historical investigation upon which it has 

entered, and no one rejoiced more than he at the wonderful 

development of its resources and the ever-growing influence 

which it exerts in this community. 
We mourn his loss as that of one who was not only a man 

of wide culture, but of the highest honor and purity of 

character, a gentleman of unfailing liberality and courtesy, 
a worthy representative of the Society in upholding the 

purposes for which it was established, a trusted counsellor, 
and a faithful friend. 

Resolved, That a copy of this minute be entered on the 

records of the Society and sent to his family. 
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